
ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

29 November / Matthew 4:12-17
When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to 
Galilee. Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which 
was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali— to fulfill what 
was said through the prophet Isaiah:

“Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, 
    the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan, 
    Galilee of the Gentiles— 
the people living in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of the shadow of death 
    a light has dawned.”

From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.” 

______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

30 November / Isaiah 64:1-9 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,  

so that the mountains would quake at your presence—  
 as when fire kindles brushwood  

and the fire causes water to boil—  
to make your name known to your adversaries,  

so that the nations might tremble at your presence!  
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,  

you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.  
From ages past no one has heard,  

no ear has perceived,  
no eye has seen any God besides you,  

who works for those who wait for him.  
You meet those who gladly do right,  

those who remember you in your ways.  
But you were angry, and we sinned;  

because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
We have all become like one who is unclean,  

and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.  
We all fade like a leaf,  

and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  
There is no one who calls on your name,  

or attempts to take hold of you;  
for you have hidden your face from us,  

and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.  
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father;  

we are the clay, and you are our potter;  
we are all the work of your hand.  

Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord,  
and do not remember iniquity forever.  
Now consider, we are all your people.  

______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

01 December / Psalm 18:1-7,13-19 
For the director of music. Of David the servant of the Lord. He sang to the Lord the words of this 
song when the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul.
I love you, O Lord, my strength.  
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer,  

my God, my rock in whom I take refuge,  
my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.  

I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised,  
so I shall be saved from my enemies.  

The cords of death encompassed me;  
the torrents of perdition assailed me;  

the cords of Sheol entangled me;  
the snares of death confronted me.  

In my distress I called upon the Lord;  
to my God I cried for help.  

From his temple he heard my voice,  
and my cry to him reached his ears.  

Then the earth reeled and rocked;  
the foundations also of the mountains trembled  
and quaked, because he was angry.  

The Lord also thundered in the heavens,  
and the Most High uttered his voice. 

And he sent out his arrows, and scattered them;  
he flashed forth lightnings, and routed them.  

Then the channels of the sea were seen,  
and the foundations of the world were laid bare  

at your rebuke, O Lord,  
at the blast of the breath of your nostrils.  

He reached down from on high, he took me;  
he drew me out of mighty waters.  

He delivered me from my strong enemy,  
and from those who hated me;  
for they were too mighty for me.  

They confronted me in the day of my calamity;  
but the Lord was my support.  

He brought me out into a broad place;  
he delivered me, because he delighted in me.  

______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

02 December / 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father  
	 and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
     I give thanks to my God always for you because of the 
grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in 
every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 
knowledge of every kind— just as the testimony of Christ has 
been strengthened among you— so that you are not lacking in 
any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

     He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be 
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; 
by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  
______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

03 December / Mark 13:24-37 
“But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and 
the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the 
Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will 
send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.  

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes 
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So 
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, 
at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away 
until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will not pass away.  

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you 
do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a 
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with 
his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch.  

Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 
dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And 
what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”  

______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

04 December / Psalm 80 
For the director of music. To the tune of “The Lilies of the Covenant.” Of Asaph. A psalm. 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock!  
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth before 

Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.  
Stir up your might, and come to save us!  

Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.  
O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angry  
	 with your people’s prayers?  
You have fed them with the bread of tears,  

and given them tears to drink in full measure.  
You make us the scorn of our neighbors;  

our enemies laugh among themselves.  
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.  
You brought a vine out of Egypt;  

you drove out the nations and planted it.  
You cleared the ground for it; it took deep root and filled the land.  
The mountains were covered with its shade,  

the mighty cedars with its branches;  
	 it sent out its branches to the sea, and its shoots to the River.  
Why then have you broken down its walls,  

so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit?  
The boar from the forest ravages it,  

and all that move in the field feed on it.  

Turn again, O God of hosts; look down from heaven, and see;  
have regard for this vine, the stock that your right hand planted. 

They have burned it with fire, they have cut it down; 
may they perish at the rebuke of your countenance.  

But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,  
the one whom you made strong for yourself.  

Then we will never turn back from you;  
give us life, and we will call on your name.  

Restore us, O Lord God of hosts;  
	 let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

05 December / Micah 5:2-9 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 
one who is to rule in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 
from ancient days. 

Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

then the rest of his kindred shall return 
to the people of Israel. 

And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
to the ends of the earth; 

and he shall be the one of peace. 
Then the remnant of Jacob, 

surrounded by many peoples, 
shall be like dew from the Lord, 

like showers on the grass, 
which do not depend upon people 

or wait for any mortal. 
And among the nations the remnant of Jacob, 

surrounded by many peoples, 
shall be like a lion among the animals of the forest, 

like a young lion among the flocks of sheep, 
which, when it goes through, treads down 

and tears in pieces, with no one to deliver. 
Your hand shall be lifted up over your adversaries, 

and all your enemies shall be cut off. 

______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

06 December / Matthew 4:18-22 
As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 
brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They 
were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish 
for people.” At once they left their nets and followed him. 

Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their 
father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, and 
immediately they left the boat and their father and followed 
him. 

______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

07 December / Isaiah 40:1-11 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her  

that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid,  
that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.  

A voice cries out:  
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,  

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  
Every valley shall be lifted up, every mountain and hill be made low;  
	 the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.  
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 

together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”  

A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?”  
All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.  

The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows 
upon it; surely the people are grass.  

The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand 
forever.  

Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 

lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”  
See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him;  

his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.  
He will feed his flock like a shepherd;  

he will gather the lambs in his arms,  
and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.  

______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

08 December / Psalm 85 
For the director of music. Of the Sons of Korah. A psalm. 

Lord, you were favorable to your land;  
	 you restored the fortunes of Jacob.  
You forgave the iniquity of your people;  
	 you pardoned all their sin.  
You withdrew all your wrath;  
	 you turned from your hot anger. 
Restore us again, O God of our salvation,  

and put away your indignation toward us.  
Will you be angry with us forever?  

Will you prolong your anger to all generations?  
Will you not revive us again,  
	 so that your people may rejoice in you?  
Show us your steadfast love, O Lord,  
	 and grant us your salvation.  
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,  

for he will speak peace to his people,  
to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts. 

Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,  
that his glory may dwell in our land.  

Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;  
righteousness and peace will kiss each other.  

Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,  
and righteousness will look down from the sky.  

The Lord will give what is good,  
and our land will yield its increase.  

Righteousness will go before him,  
and will make a path for his steps.  

______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

09 December / Mark 1:1-8 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will 
prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: 
     ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ” 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people 
from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed 
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he 
ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is 
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized 
you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

10 December / 2 Peter 3:8-15 
But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day 

is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. The 
Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is 
patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to 
repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the 
heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be 
dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will 
be disclosed.

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of 
persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 
waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of 
which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements 
will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new 
heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to 
be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the 
patience of our Lord as salvation. 

______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

11 December / Psalm 130 
A Song of Ascents. 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.  
Lord, hear my voice!  

Let your ears be attentive  
to the voice of my supplications!  

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,  
Lord, who could stand?  

But there is forgiveness with you,  
so that you may be revered.  

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits,  
and in his word I hope;  

my soul waits for the Lord  
more than watchmen wait for the dawn,  
more than watchmen wait for the dawn.  

O Israel, hope in the Lord!  
For with the Lord there is steadfast love,  
and with him is great power to redeem.  

It is he who will redeem Israel  
from all its iniquities.  

______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

12 December / Luke 7:24-35 
When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the 
crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look 
at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? 
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who put on fine clothing 
and live in luxury are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to 
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the 
one about whom it is written, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 

I tell you, among those born of women no one is greater than John; yet 
the least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” (And all the people 
who heard this, including the tax collectors, acknowledged the justice 
of God, because they had been baptized with John’s baptism. But by 
refusing to be baptized by him, the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected 
God’s purpose for themselves.) 

“To what then will I compare the people of this generation, and what 
are they like? They are like children sitting in the marketplace and 
calling to one another, 

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
we wailed, and you did not weep.’ 

For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, 
and you say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man has come eating and 
drinking, and you say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners!’ Nevertheless, wisdom is vindicated by all her 
children.” 

______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

13 December / Mark 4:35-41 
That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let 

us go over to the other side.” Leaving the crowd behind, they 
took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also 
other boats with him. A furious squall came up, and the waves 
broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. Jesus was 
in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and 
said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” 

He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! 
Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was completely calm. 

He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still 
have no faith?” 

They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? 
Even the wind and the waves obey him!”

______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

14 December / Isaiah 61:1-4 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,  
	 because the Lord has anointed me;  
	 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,  

to bind up the brokenhearted,  
to proclaim liberty to the captives,  
and release to the prisoners;  
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor,  
and the day of vengeance of our God;  
to comfort all who mourn;  

to provide for those who mourn in Zion—  
to give them a garland instead of ashes,  

the oil of gladness instead of mourning,  
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.  

They will be called oaks of righteousness,  
the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.  

They shall build up the ancient ruins,  
they shall raise up the former devastations;  

they shall repair the ruined cities,  
the devastations of many generations.  

______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

15 December / Psalm 126 
A Song of Ascents. 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  

Then our mouth was filled with laughter,  
and our tongue with shouts of joy;  

then it was said among the nations,  
“The Lord has done great things for them.”  

The Lord has done great things for us,  
and we rejoiced.  

Restore our fortunes, O Lord,  
like the watercourses in the Negeb.  

May those who sow in tears  
reap with shouts of joy.  

Those who go out weeping,  
bearing the seed for sowing,  

shall come home with shouts of joy,  
carrying their sheaves.  

______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

16 December / 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,  
	 give thanks in all circumstances;  
	 	 for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  
Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies,  
	 but test everything; hold fast to what is good;  
	 	 abstain from every form of evil. 
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely;  
	 and may your spirit and soul and body  
	 	 be kept sound and blameless  
	 	 	 at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

17 December / John 1:6-8,19-28 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came 
to testify to the light. 
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests 
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He 
confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the 
Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 
Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer 
for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He 
said,  

“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,  
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ”  
	 as the prophet Isaiah said.  
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked 

him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the 
Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I 
baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not 
know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie 
the thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the 
Jordan where John was baptizing.  

______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

18 December / Isaiah 61:8-11 
I the Lord love justice,  
	 	 I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

In my faithfulness I will reward my people,  
	 and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.  

Their descendants shall be known among the nations,  
and their offspring among the peoples;  

all who see them shall acknowledge  
that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.  

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,  
my whole being shall exult in my God;  

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,  
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,  

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,  
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  

For as the earth brings forth its shoots,  
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,  

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise  
to spring up before all the nations. 

______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

19 December / Habakkuk 3:1-6,12-19 
A prayer of the prophet Habakkuk according to Shigionoth. 
“O Lord, I have heard of your renown,  
	 	 and I stand in awe, O Lord, of your work.  

In our own time revive it; in our own time make it known;  
in wrath may you remember mercy.  

God came from Teman, the Holy One from Mount Paran.  
His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise.  

The brightness was like the sun; rays came forth from his hand,  
where his power lay hidden.  

Before him went pestilence; plague followed close behind.  
He stopped and shook the earth; his gaze made the nations tremble. The 

eternal mountains were shattered;  
	 	 	 along his ancient pathways the everlasting hills sank low.  
In fury you trod the earth, in anger you trampled nations.  
You came forth to save your people, to save your anointed.  
You crushed the head of the wicked house,  
	 laying it bare from foundation to roof. 
You pierced with their own arrows the head of his warriors, who came like a 

whirlwind to scatter us, gloating as if ready to devour the poor who were 
in hiding. You trampled the sea with your horses,  

	 	 churning the mighty waters.  
I hear, and I tremble within; my lips quiver at the sound.  

Rottenness enters into my bones, my steps tremble beneath me.  
	 I wait quietly for the day of calamity  

	 	 to come upon the people who attack us.  
Though the fig tree does not blossom,  

and no fruit is on the vines;  
though the produce of the olive fails  

and the fields yield no food;  
though the flock is cut off from the fold  

and there is no herd in the stalls,  
yet I will rejoice in the Lord;  

I will exult in the God of my salvation.  
God, the Lord, is my strength;  

he makes my feet like the feet of a deer,  
and makes me tread upon the heights.” 

[For the director of music. On my stringed instruments.] 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

20 December / Psalm 107 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;  
	 for his steadfast love endures forever.  
Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,  
	 those he redeemed from trouble  
	 and gathered in from the lands,  
	 from the east and from the west,  
	 from the north and from the south. 
Some went out on the sea in ships; 
    they were merchants on the mighty waters. 
They saw the works of the Lord, 
    his wonderful deeds in the deep. 
For he spoke and stirred up a tempest 
    that lifted high the waves. 
They mounted up to the heavens and went down to the depths; 
    in their peril their courage melted away. 
They reeled and staggered like drunkards; 
    they were at their wits’ end. 
Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, 
    and he brought them out of their distress. 
He stilled the storm to a whisper; 
    the waves of the sea were hushed. 
They were glad when it grew calm, 
    and he guided them to their desired haven. 
Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love 
    and his wonderful deeds for mankind. 
Let them exalt him in the assembly of the people 
    and praise him in the council of the elders. 

______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

21 December / Isaiah 9:1-7 
Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in 

distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the 
way of the sea, along the Jordan— 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of the shadow of death

a light has dawned. 
You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, 
as men rejoice when dividing the plunder. 

For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 
you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, 
the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 

Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood 
will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government and peace 
there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it 

with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
will accomplish this. 

______________________________________ 



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

22 December / Psalm 96 
Sing to the Lord a new song; 

sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Sing to the Lord, praise his name; 

proclaim his salvation day after day. 
Declare his glory among the nations, 

his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 
For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; 

he is to be feared above all gods. 
For all the gods of the nations are idols, 

but the Lord made the heavens. 
Splendor and majesty are before him; 

strength and glory are in his sanctuary. 
Ascribe to the Lord, O families of nations, 

ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 

bring an offering and come into his courts. 
Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness; 

tremble before him, all the earth. 
Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns.” 

The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; 
he will judge the peoples with equity. 

Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 
let the sea resound, and all that is in it; 

let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them. 
Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy; 

they will sing before the Lord, for he comes, 
he comes to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world in righteousness 
and the peoples in his truth. 

______________________________________ 

  



ADVENT 2026 SCRIPTURES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

23 December / Luke 1:26-38 
     In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by 
God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  
     And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored 
one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will 
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 
will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.”  
     Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am 
a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a 
son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to 
be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God. 
     Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; 
let it be with me according to your word.” Then the 
angel departed from her.  
______________________________________ 
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24 December / Luke 2:1-14 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census 

should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census 
that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone 
went to his own town to register. 

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the 
house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was 
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they 
were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth 
to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a 
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign 
to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 
angel, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” 

______________________________________ 
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25 December / Luke 2:15-32 
When the angels had left the shepherds and gone into heaven, they 

said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who 
was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the 
word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary 
treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they 
had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was 
righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and 
the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 
Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents 
brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law 
required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
you now dismiss your servant in peace. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

and for glory to your people Israel.” 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 


